
FAMILY SUNDAYS
AT HOME

ABOUT

MATERIALS

INSTRUCTIONS

Many of the powerful deities in the Museum’s 

collection are hybrid creatures. From 

Ganesh, a human-elephant hybrid, to Naga, 

a snake-like creature, hybrid figures are a 

staple of Buddhist and Hindu art. Create 

your own hybrid creature with endless 

combinations and powers. The only limit is 

your imagination!

1. Multiple sheets of paper 
   (all the same size)

2. Markers, colored pencil, or another    
    material to draw with 

3. Stapler (or glue or a needle 
    and thread) 

4. Pencil

5. Ruler

6. Scissors 

Step 1  	 Stack your sheets of paper so they all line up. Fold them in half 	 
		  the short way. Crease the fold.

Step 2	 Staple three times along the fold: one at the top, one in the  
		  middle, and one at the bottom. This is the spine for your book!
		  (If you don’t have a stapler, you can use a needle and thread, or 	  
		  even glue, to keep your book together. Ask an adult to help you.)

Step 3	 The outer paper will become the front and back covers. Open the 		
		  book to the first page. Use a pencil to divide the first page into 			 
		  three equal horizontal sections for the flaps.

Step 4	 For a more cohesive hybrid creature, make guidelines for 				 
		  yourself! Turn to the last set of flaps in the book. Use a pencil to 
		  mark drawing guidelines that will show the width of the hybrid 			 
		  creature’s neck, where the top flap meets the middle one, and the  
		  width of the creature’s hips, where the middle flap meets the 			 
		  bottom one. The drawing guidelines should extend slightly above 
		  and below the cuts for the flaps.

Step 5	 Turn to the next set of flaps and mark the guidelines in the same 		
		  position as the ones behind it. Repeat for each set of flaps, 			 
		  until every flap has guidelines.

Step 6	 Draw a head and neck on the upper flap. Connect the neck to the 		
		  guide marks.

Step 7	 Draw a body on the middle flap. Connect the body to the guide marks.

Step 8	 Draw legs or a tail (or both) on the lower flap. Connect them to the 		
		  guide marks.

Step 9	 Color your hybrid beings.

Step 10	 Once the book is filled, flip the flaps to create new hybrid creatures!

*“NEW YORK LIFE” and the NEW YORK LIFE Box Logo 
are trademarks of New York Life Insurance Company. Other 
trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

Family Sundays are made possible through the generosity of New York Life Insurance Company*. Major 
support has also been provided by Agnes Gund, The Prospect Hill Foundation, Con Edison, Tiger Baron 
Foundation, and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

General operating support of the Rubin Museum of Art is provided by the New York State Council on the 
Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, as well as by 
generous donations from the Museum’s Board of Trustees, individual donors, and members.
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11th century, India


